Inhibition of thromboxane A2 biosynthesis in vitro by the main components of Crataegus oxyacantha (Hawthorn) flower heads.
A hydro-alcoholic extract from Crataegus o. (Co) flower heads inhibited thromboxane A2 (TXA2) biosynthesis in vitro. This present study aims to find out which are the active principles. The main components, as revealed by chromatography, were tested. We also took into consideration catechin and epicatechin: although they do not appear as such with chromatography because of their polymerisation or-and condensed structure, these two proanthocyanidins seem to play a major role in the mentioned activity of the plant.